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Mailing List for Draft EA  

Agency Contact List 
Ms. Liz Anderson  Mr. Mike Hamman 
eanderson@abcwua.org 

 
mike.hamman@state.nm.us 

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water 
Utility Authority 

 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 

1 Civic Plaza NW 
 

P.O. Box 25102 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102    

Mr. Paul Tashjian 
 

Mr. Myron Armijo 
paul.tashjian@audubon.org 

 
myron.armijo@state.nm.us 

Audubon Southwest 
 

New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
400 Gold Ave SW, Suite 660 

 
P.O. Box 25102 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 
 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102    

Ms. Patricia Mattingly 
 

Mr. Nat Chakeres 
patricia.mattingly@bia.gov 

 
nathaniel.chakeres@state.nm.us 

Bureau of lndian Affairs 
 

New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
1001 Indian School Road, NW 

 
P.O. Box 25102 

Albuquerque, NM 87104 
 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102    

Mr. Craig Cotten 
 

Mr. Kevin Rein 
craig.cotten@state.co.us  

 
kevin.rein@state.co.us 

Colorado State Engineer Office 
 

RGCC Commissioner for Colorado 
1313 Sherman St., Suite 821 

 
1313 Sherman St., Suite 821 

Denver, CO 80203 
 

Denver, CO 80203    

Dr. Matt Wunder 
 

Mr. Robert S. Skov 
Matthew.Wunder@state.nm.us  

 
bobby@texasrgcc.com 

NM Department of Game and Fish 
 

RGCC Commissioner for Texas 
P.O. Box 25112 

 
1700 North Congress Avenue 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 
 

Austin, TX 78701    

Mr. Jesus Reyes 
 

Mr. Hal Simpson 
jreyes@epcwid1.org 

 
halsimpson28@msn.com 

El Paso County Water Improvement 
District No. 1 

 
RGCC Federal Chair 

P.O.Box 749  
 

 
Clint, Texas 79836 
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Agency Contact List 
Mr. Garry Esslinger 

 
Mr. Darel Madrid 

gesslinger@ebid-nm.org 
 

darel@rcaainc.org 
Elephant Butte Irrigation District 

 
Rio Chama Acequia Association 

530 S. Melendres 
 

 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 

 
    

Ms. Daniela Roth 
 

Ms. Suzy Valentine 
daniela.roth@state.nm.us 

 
Suzy.Valentine@tceq.texas.gov  

Endangered Plant Program  
 

Texas Water Development Board 
P.O. Box 1948 

 
P.O. Box 13087, MC-160 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-1948 
 

Austin, TX 78711    

Mr. Jason Casuga 
 

Ms. Camille Touton 
jason@mrgcd.us  

 
mtouton@usbr.gov 

Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 
 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
PO Box 581 

 
1849 C Street NW 

Albuquerque, NM 87103 
 

Washington DC 20240-0001    

Mr. Mark Sanchez 
 

Ms. Jennifer Faler 
msanchez@abcwua.org 

 
jfaler@usbr.gov    

NM Interstate Stream Commission 
 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
1 Civic Plaza NW 

 
555 Broadway NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 
 

Albuquerque, NM 87102    

Mr. Rolf Schmidt-Petersen 
 

Ms. Katrina Grants 
rolf.schmidt@state.nm.us 

 
kgrants@usbr.gov  

NM Interstate Stream Commission 
 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
P.O. Box 25102 

 
125 South State Street, Room 8100 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102 
 

Salt Lake City, UT 84138-1147    

Ms. Page Pegram 
 

Mr. Charles Maguire 
page.pegram@state.nm.us  

 
Maguire.charles@Epa.gov  

NM Interstate Stream Commission 
 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
5550 San Antonio Dr NE 

 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 

Albuquerque, NM   87109-4127 
 

Dallas, TX 75202-2733    
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Agency Contact List 
Mr. Matt Garcia 

 
Dr. Shawn Sartorius 

matt.garcia@state.nm.us 
 

shawn_sartorius@fws.gov 
New Mexico Office of the Governor 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 
 

2105 Osuna Road NE   
Albuquerque, NM 87113    

Ms. Caroline Buerkle 
 

 
caroline.buerkle@state.nm.us 

 
 

New Mexico Office of the Governor 
 

 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 

 
 

 
Tribal Contact List 

Mr. Edward Velarde 
 

Mr. Craig Quanchello 
onotsinneh.jan@gmail.com 

 
governor@picurispueblo.org 

Jicarilla Apache Nation 
 

Pueblo of Picuris 
Post Office Box 507 

 
Post Office Box 127 

Dulce, New Mexico 87528 
 

Penasco, New Mexico 87553    

Mr. Darryl Vigil 
 

Ms. Jenelle Roybal 
janwaterguy@gmail.com 

 
LEdwards@pojoaque.org 

Jicarilla Apache Nation 
 

Pueblo of Pojoaque 
Post Office Box 507 

 
78 Cities of Gold Road 

Dulce, New Mexico 87528 
 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506    

Mr. Sidelio Tenorio, Sr. 
 

Mr. Carl Valencia 
sidelio.tenorio@kewa-nsn.us 

 
governor@sfpueblo.com 

Kewa Pueblo 
 

Pueblo of San Felipe 
Post Office Box 99 

 
Post Office Box 4339 

Santo Domingo, New Mexico 87052 
 

San Felipe Pueblo, New Mexico 87001    

Ms. Cynthia Naha 
 

Mr. Pinu'u Stout 
cnaha@kewa-nsn.us 

 
pstout@sfpueblo.com 

Kewa Pueblo 
 

Pueblo of San Felipe 
Post Office Box 99 

 
Post Office Box 4339 

Santo Domingo, New Mexico 87052 
 

San Felipe Pueblo, New Mexico 87001 
 

  

Mr. Jonathan Nez 
 

Mr. Christopher Moquino 
jonathannez@navajo-nsn.gov 

 
governor@sanipueblo.org 

Navajo Nation 
 

Pueblo of San Ildefonso 
Post Office Box 7440 

 
02 Tunyo Po 

Window Rock, Arizona 86515 
 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506 
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Tribal Contact List 
Mr. J. Patrick Aguino Mr. Stuart Paisano 
governor@ohkay.org 

 
govspaisano@sandiapueblo.nsn.us 

Ohkay Owingeh 
 

Pueblo of Sandia 
Post Office Box 1099 

 
481 Sandia Loop 

Ohkay Owingeh, New Mexico 87566 
 

Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004    

Mr. Phillip Quintana 
 

Mr. Michael R. Scialdone 
governor@cochiti.org 

 
mscialdone@sandiapueblo.nsn.us 

Pueblo de Cochiti 
 

Pueblo of Sandia 
Post Office Box 70 

 
481 Sandia Loop 

Cochiti Pueblo, New Mexico 87072 
 

Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004    

Mr. Jayson Romero 
 

Mr. Greg Kaufman 
jayson.romero@cochiti.org 

 
gkaufman@sandiapueblo.nsn.us 

Pueblo de Cochiti 
 

Pueblo of Sandia 
Post Office Box 70 

 
481 Sandia Loop 

Cochiti Pueblo, New Mexico 87072 
 

Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004    

Mr. Vernon B. Abeita 
 

Mr. Joey Sanchez 
poigov@isletapueblo.com 

 
governor@santaana-nsn.gov 

Pueblo of Isleta 
 

Pueblo of Santa Ana 
Post Office Box 1270 

 
2 Dove Road 

Isleta, New Mexico 87022 
 

Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico 87004    

Mr. Blane Sanchez 
 

Mr. Alan Hatch 
blane.sanchez@isletapueblo.com 

 
alan.hatch@santaana-nsn.gov 

Pueblo of Isleta 
 

Pueblo of Santa Ana 
Post Office Box 1270 

 
2 Dove Road 

Isleta, New Mexico 87022 
 

Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico 87004    

Mr. Derek Jarner 
 

Mr. J. Michael Chavarria 
Derek.Jarner@isletapueblo.com 

 
governor@santaclarapueblo.org 

Pueblo of Isleta 
 

Pueblo of Santa Clara 
Post Office Box 1270 

 
Post Office Box 580 

Isleta, New Mexico 87022 
 

Espanola, New Mexico 87532 
   
Mr. Raymond Loretto 

 
Mr. Clyde M. Romero, Sr. 

ltoledo@jemezpueblo.org 
 

governor@taospueblo.com 
Pueblo of Jemez 

 
Pueblo of Taos 

Post Office Box 100 
 

Post Office Box 1846 
Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico 87024 

 
Taos, New Mexico 87571   
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Tribal Contact List 
Mr. Martin Kowemy, Jr. 

 
Mr. Robert A. Mora, Sr. 

mkowemy@pol-nsn.gov 
 

governor@pueblooftesuque.org 
Pueblo of Laguna 

 
Pueblo of Tesuque 

Post Office Box 194 
 

Route 42, Box 360-T 
Laguna, New Mexico 87026 

 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506    

Mr. Nathaniel S. Porter 
 

Mr. Mark Mitchell 
Pueblo of Nambe 

 
mamitchell@pueblooftesuque.org 

15A Bay Poe 
 

Pueblo of Tesuque 
Nambe Pueblo, NM 87506 

 
Route 42, Box 360-T   
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506 

 
  

Mr. Gabriel Galvan 
 

 
governor@ziapueblo.org 

 
 

Pueblo of Zia 
 

 
135 Capitol Square Drive 

 
 

Zia Pueblo, New Mexico 87053 
 

 
   
   

 

 

 

Rio Chama Acequia Association 
Mr. Al Lostetter  
RCAA Board Member  
El Barranco Acequia  
alabiquiu@windstream.net 

 Mr. Gabe Lopez  
RCAA Board Member  
Quintana Acequia  
rafterslazygl@windstream.net 

   
Mr. Alex Sisneros  
RCAA Board Member  
Chamita Acequia  
Chata4623@yahoo.com 

 Mr. Jeff Nitz  
RCAA Board Member  
JP Gonzales Acequia  
redmountain@windstream.net 

   
Mr. Alfonso Martinez  
RCAA Board Member  
Barranca Acequia  
dog718@windstream.net 

 Mr. Jim Balkey  
RCAA Board Member  
Manzanares & Montoya Acequia  
James_balkey@yahoo.com 

   
Mr. Carlos Salazar  
RCAA Treasurer  
Rio de Chama Acequia  
casalazar98@yahoo.com 

 Mr. Jonathan Martinez  
RCAA Board Member  
La Puente Acequia  
JonathanC.Martinez@state.nm.us 
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Rio Chama Acequia Association 

Mr. Clovis Maestas  
RCAA Board Member 
Chili Ditch  
clovisj7@live.com 

Mr. Matt Newell  
RCAA Board Member  
Ferran Acequia  
mnewell969@msn.com 

Mr. Daniel Gonzales  
RCAA Board Member  
Jose V Martinez Acequia  
enchant315@windstream.net 

Mr. Sam Garcia  
RCAA Secretary  
Garcia y Duranes Ditch  
sagarcia@windstream.net 

Mr. Darel Madrid  
RCAA President  
Salazar Acequia  
darelmadrid@gmail.com 

Mr. Sam Martinez  
RCAA Board Member 
Valentine Martinez, Tierra Azul Acequia 
martinez_farm@yahoo.com 

Mr. Dennis Trujillo  
RCAA Board Member  
Hernandez Acequia  
trujillomd@windstream.net 

Mr. Timothy Seaman  
RCAA Vice President  
Abeyta Trujillo Acequia  
timothyjseaman@gmail.com 

Mr. Donald Gonzales  
RCAA Board Member  
Gonzales Acequia  
donald.gonzales28@aol.com 

Mr. Gabe Lopez  
RCAA Board Member  
Quintana Acequia  
rafterslazygl@windstream.net 

Mr. Fernando Bayardo 
RCAA Board Member 
Mariano Acequia  
fbayardo@phs.org 
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LETTERS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO THE SCOPING LETTER  

FOR UPDATING THE WATER CONTROL PLAN AT ABIQUIU RESERVOIR 

USACE received letters from the following agencies responding to the scoping letter.  



 

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
ALBUQUERQUE DISTRICT  

4101 JEFFERSON PLAZA NE 
ALBUQUERQUE NM  87109-3435 

 

 

 
November 16, 2022 

 
Planning, Project and Program Management Division 
Planning Branch  
Environmental Resources Section 
 
Ms. Valentine 
RGCC Engineer Advisor for Texas 
Texas Water Development Board  
 
Dear Ms. Valentine, 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Albuquerque District is seeking comments 
regarding an update to the current Water Control Plan (WCP) at the Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir.    

Background 
The USACE Albuquerque District is updating the current WCP at the Abiquiu Dam and 
Reservoir Project, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. Section 337 of the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 2020 authorized USACE to simultaneously retain both Rio 
Grande system water and San Juan-Chama Project water at Abiquiu Reservoir up to elevation 
6230 ft NGVD29.  
What Is Being Proposed? 
USACE is updating the Abiquiu WCP to comply with the new authorization contained in Section 
337 of WRDA 2020 (Pub. L. No. 116-260, Division AA).  The proposed action is to update the 
Abiquiu WCP to allow for storage of Rio Grande system water and San Juan-Chama Project 
water up to elevation 6230 ft NGVD29.   The maximum elevation could be less than 6230 ft 
NGVD29 depending on the acquired real property interests of entities requesting such storage.   

Why Have I Received This Letter? 
The purpose of this scoping letter is to inform you about the proposed changes to the Abiquiu 
WCP, and provide the opportunity to communicate any issues, concerns, problems, and 
suggestions.  We request any information you may have that may overlap with the proposed 
changes, such as existing conditions, studies, environmental justice, Environmental Assessments, 
and Environmental Impact Statements.  This information will assist USACE with determining 
the scope of issues to be discussed in the Environmental Assessment (EA) for updating the 
Abiquiu WCP.  Comments received, including contact information, such as names and 
addresses, will be part of the public record and available for public inspection. 



 - 2 - 

Comment Submittal 
Please send written comments and questions to Dr. Michael Porter, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  

Dr. Michael Porter 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Albuquerque District 
4101 Jefferson Plaza NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil  

Please include “Abiquiu Water Control Plan Update” in the subject line of the email or letter. 
Indicate whether or not you would like to receive further correspondence from USACE 
electronically. Please provide initial comments on the Water Control Plan by December 20, 
2022.   

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Danielle Galloway, Chief 
Environmental Resources Section 

   

mailto:abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil


 

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
ALBUQUERQUE DISTRICT  

4101 JEFFERSON PLAZA NE 
ALBUQUERQUE NM  87109-3435 

 

 

 
November 16, 2022 

 
Planning, Project and Program Management Division 
Planning Branch  
Environmental Resources Section 
 
Mr.  Schmidt-Petersen 
Director 
New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission  
 
Dear Mr.  Schmidt-Petersen, 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Albuquerque District is seeking comments 
regarding an update to the current Water Control Plan (WCP) at the Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir.    

Background 
The USACE Albuquerque District is updating the current WCP at the Abiquiu Dam and 
Reservoir Project, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. Section 337 of the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 2020 authorized USACE to simultaneously retain both Rio 
Grande system water and San Juan-Chama Project water at Abiquiu Reservoir up to elevation 
6230 ft NGVD29.  
What Is Being Proposed? 
USACE is updating the Abiquiu WCP to comply with the new authorization contained in Section 
337 of WRDA 2020 (Pub. L. No. 116-260, Division AA).  The proposed action is to update the 
Abiquiu WCP to allow for storage of Rio Grande system water and San Juan-Chama Project 
water up to elevation 6230 ft NGVD29.   The maximum elevation could be less than 6230 ft 
NGVD29 depending on the acquired real property interests of entities requesting such storage.   

Why Have I Received This Letter? 
The purpose of this scoping letter is to inform you about the proposed changes to the Abiquiu 
WCP, and provide the opportunity to communicate any issues, concerns, problems, and 
suggestions.  We request any information you may have that may overlap with the proposed 
changes, such as existing conditions, studies, environmental justice, Environmental Assessments, 
and Environmental Impact Statements.  This information will assist USACE with determining 
the scope of issues to be discussed in the Environmental Assessment (EA) for updating the 
Abiquiu WCP.  Comments received, including contact information, such as names and 
addresses, will be part of the public record and available for public inspection. 
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Comment Submittal 
Please send written comments and questions to Dr. Michael Porter, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  

Dr. Michael Porter 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Albuquerque District 
4101 Jefferson Plaza NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil  

Please include “Abiquiu Water Control Plan Update” in the subject line of the email or letter. 
Indicate whether or not you would like to receive further correspondence from USACE 
electronically. Please provide initial comments on the Water Control Plan by December 20, 
2022.   

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Danielle Galloway, Chief 
Environmental Resources Section 

   

mailto:abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil


 

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
ALBUQUERQUE DISTRICT  

4101 JEFFERSON PLAZA NE 
ALBUQUERQUE NM  87109-3435 

 

 

 

 

November 16, 2022 
 

Planning, Project and Program Management Division 
Planning Branch  
Environmental Resources Section 
 
Mr. Timothy J. Seamon 
Rio Chama Acequia Association  
PO Box 687  
Medanales, NM 87548 
 
Dear Mr. Seamon, 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Albuquerque District is seeking comments 
regarding an update to the current Water Control Plan (WCP) at the Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir.    

Background 
The USACE Albuquerque District is updating the current WCP at the Abiquiu Dam and 
Reservoir Project, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. Section 337 of the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 2020 authorized USACE to simultaneously retain both Rio 
Grande system water and San Juan-Chama Project water at Abiquiu Reservoir up to elevation 
6230 ft NGVD29.  
What Is Being Proposed? 
USACE is updating the Abiquiu WCP to comply with the new authorization contained in Section 
337 of WRDA 2020 (Pub. L. No. 116-260, Division AA).  The proposed action is to update the 
Abiquiu WCP to allow for storage of Rio Grande system water and San Juan-Chama Project 
water up to elevation 6230 ft NGVD29.   The maximum elevation could be less than 6230 ft 
NGVD29 depending on the acquired real property interests of entities requesting such storage.   

Why Have I Received This Letter? 
The purpose of this scoping letter is to inform you about the proposed changes to the Abiquiu 
WCP, and provide the opportunity to communicate any issues, concerns, problems, and 
suggestions.  We request any information you may have that may overlap with the proposed 
changes, such as existing conditions, studies, environmental justice, Environmental Assessments, 
and Environmental Impact Statements.  This information will assist USACE with determining 
the scope of issues to be discussed in the Environmental Assessment (EA) for updating the 



 

 

- 2 - 

Abiquiu WCP.  Comments received, including contact information, such as names and 
addresses, will be part of the public record and available for public inspection. 

Comment Submittal 
Please send written comments and questions to Dr. Michael Porter, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  

Dr. Michael Porter 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Albuquerque District 
4101 Jefferson Plaza NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil  

Please include “Abiquiu Water Control Plan Update” in the subject line of the email or letter. 
Indicate whether or not you would like to receive further correspondence from USACE 
electronically. Please provide initial comments on the Water Control Plan by December 20, 
2022.   

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Danielle Galloway, Chief 
Environmental Resources Section 

   
 

mailto:abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil
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December 20, 2022 

 

 

Submitted Electronically to: abiquiu.wcp.2023@usace.army.mil 

 

Dr. Michael Porter 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Albuquerque District 

4101 Jefferson Plaza NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87109 

 

 

Re: New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission Comments on Abiquiu Water 

Control Plan Update 

 

The New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission (NMISC) hereby submit comments (Comments) 

pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-4370h (NEPA). These 

Comments address the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) November 16, 2022, request for 

comments on USACE plans to update the Water Control Plan (WCP) for Abiquiu Dam and 

Reservoir.  The WCP is being updated based on Section 337 of the Water Resources 

Development Act (WRDA) of 2020, which authorized USACE to simultaneously retain both Rio 

Grande system and San Juan-Chama Project water at Abiquiu Reservoir.  The NMISC supports 

the update to the WCP (WCP update) for Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir and will be happy to assist 

in reviewing the draft WCP update and working alongside the USACE during its development. 

 

The NMISC is charged with administration of all interstate water compacts for New Mexico, as 

well as protecting, conserving, and developing the waters and stream systems of the State. 

NMSA 1978, § 72-14-3 (1943). In the Rio Grande basin, the NMISC performs numerous 

activities that may be affected by modification of the Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir WCP update, 

including monitoring water operations of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and the 

USACE, conducting annual accounting of native Rio Grande and San Juan Chama Project water 

(SJCP), and assessing and determining Rio Grande Compact (Compact) compliance. 

 

It is our hope that these comments will assist USACE in developing the WCP update that 

provides maximum flexibility in water operations and management.  When developing the WCP 

update, the NMISC would like the USACE to address: (1) the effect of storage of native water in 

Abiquiu on Rio Grande Compact administration, accounting, and deliveries; (2)  the impact of 

the storage of native water in Abiquiu on administration of State water law and management on 

the Rio Chama and Rio Grande systems; and (3) the impact of storage of native water in Abiquiu 
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for management of threatened and endangered species on the Rio Chama and Rio Grande 

systems.  The NMISC requests that USACE review our letter regarding Scoping for the Pending 

Abiquiu Deviation Request, dated, February 21, 2022, which includes additional information and 

requests, in part, from the 2007 Upper Rio Grande Water Operations Review. 

 

Potential Impact to Rio Grande Compact Administration 

 

First and foremost, the WCP update for Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir must address any impacts of 

native water storage to the administration of the Rio Grande Compact (Compact) and must 

comply with any resolutions of the Rio Grande Compact Commission.  See Act of May 31, 

1939, ch. 155, 53 Stat. 785 (the full text of the Compact).   Specifically, as Abiquiu Reservoir is 

a post-Compact reservoir (constructed after 1929), it must be operated within the framework of 

Articles VI, VII, and VIII of the Compact.  Regarding Article VI, USACE is requested to work 

with the NMISC to evaluate the potential retention of New Mexico Accrued Debit water. 

Similarly, regarding Article VII, USACE is requested to evaluate the potential impact of native 

water storage at Abiquiu Reservoir on the timing of compact storage restrictions and on possible 

storage of some of New Mexico’s relinquished credit water.  Regarding Article VIII, USACE is 

requested to evaluate the potential release of any retained debit water. The NMISC requests the 

WCP update consider these Compact operations and administration effects at a minimum in 

coordination with the NMISC. 

 
Further, NMISC requests that the WCP update address potential impacts on Compact and State 

water administration due to possible storage of native water in Abiquiu by Reclamation for the 

purpose of meeting their tribal trust responsibilities to the six middle Rio Grande pueblos. 

Additionally, the WCP update should provide maximum flexibility for other native storage 

operations such as conservation storage for Rio Chama irrigators, or for Compact credit water 

management. 

 
The NMISC also requests the USACE address how they will determine the maximum space 

available for native water in combination with SJCP water.  The Upper Rio Grande Water 

Operations Model (URGWOM) should be used to account for native and SJCP water separately 

and to quantify evaporation of native water separately from evaporation of SJCP water.  The 

USACE should also consider how any native water stored under the new authorization is treated 

in the reservoir during flood control operations.   

 

During the development of the WCP update, USACE should seek feedback from both NMISC 

and Reclamation.  NMISC requests that the USACE provide a report to the Engineer Advisers 

and the Rio Grande Compact Commission at their annual meetings detailing development of the 

WCP update. 

 

Potential Impact to State Water Law Administration 

 

The NMISC requests that the USACE coordinate with NM Office of the State Engineer 

(NMOSE) staff to ensure that storage of native water in Abiquiu Reservoir in the long-term and 

while El Vado Dam is under repair does not impair State water rights administration, the direct 
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flow needs of State water users, and the efficient release of native water stored in Abiquiu 

Reservoir. Reservoir operations should be conducted to minimize depletions in the Middle Rio 

Grande and that water should be conserved to the greatest extent practicable. 

 

Please note, that storage of native water in Abiquiu is subject to the State of New Mexico’s 

administration of senior native surface water rights on the Rio Chama below Abiquiu Reservoir.  

Due to the complexity of the administration process the NMISC requests that the USACE 

coordinate with NMOSE staff.  Also note that an NMOSE storage permit(s) is required to store 

native water in Abiquiu. 

 

The NMISC notes that a WCP update for Abiquiu Dam and reservoir might affect water 

management activities undertaken by the NMOSE.  Therefore, the NMISC request that the 

USACE coordinate with NMOSE staff and the Lower Chama Water Master on the WCP update.  

In addition to coordination, the NMISC request that the USACE continue to adhere to all current 

reservoir operation requirements for maintaining minimum bypass flows and flow target triggers 

for protection of irrigation rights and other acequia infrastructure downstream of Abiquiu.  The 

bypass of native inflows for downstream senior acequias and the Pueblo of Ohkay Owingeh 

under the WCP update should better address the quantification and pass through of native 

tributary inflow directly into Abiquiu and should include direct precipitation on the reservoir. 

Additionally, the WCP update should address the native inflow accounting issues that are caused 

by SJC operations. 
 

Water Management for Threatened and Endangered Species 

 

The NMISC requests that any modification of the WCP and the storage and release of native 

water not impair Endangered Species Act (ESA) critical habitat needs for listed species, 

including for the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow (RGSM).  In our letter to USACE dated February 

21, 2022 (see attached), NMISC provided detailed comments related to native water storage in 

Abiquiu related to the 2007 Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision for Upper 

Rio Grande Water Operations Review.  NMISC asks that USACE review that information and 

incorporate as needed in the WCP update.   

 

The WCP update should include evaluating the potential of using native water in Abiquiu 

Reservoir for enhancing the spring snow melt peak flows on the mainstem of the Rio Grande for 

creating favorable conditions for spawning of the endangered RGSM, for sediment management, 

and in creating favorable habitat for species of concern. 
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Conclusion 

 

We thank you for this opportunity to provide input on the development of the updated Water 

Control Plan for Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir.   The NMISC looks forward to working with the 

USACE to address the above-mentioned concerns. I am also interested in receiving further 

correspondence on this topic in electronic format at page.pegram@ose.nm.gov.  If you have any 

further questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me by email or at 505-

695-5622.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

___________________________________    

Page Pegram, Rio Grande Basin Manager 

New Mexico Rio Grande Compact Engineer Adviser 

 

   

cc: Mike A. Hamman, P.E., N.M. State Engineer, RG Compact Commissioner 

 Rolf Schmidt-Petersen, Director, NMISC 

 Hannah Riseley-White, Deputy Director, NMISC 

Ramona Martinez, NMOSE District 6 Manager 

Chris Shaw, Rio Grande Basin Attorney, NMISC 

Nat Chakeres, NMOSE General Counsel 

NMISC files 

 

Enclosure:  NM ISC Commission Comment on Scoping for the Pending Abiquiu Deviation 

Request letter dated February 21, 2022 
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Submitted Electronically to: abiquiu.deviation.2022@usace.army.mil 

 

Dr. Michael Porter 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Albuquerque District 

4101 Jefferson Plaza NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87109 

 

 

Re: New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission Comment on Scoping for the 

Pending Abiquiu Deviation Request 

 

The New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission (NMISC) hereby submit comments (Comments) 

pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-4370h (NEPA). These 

Comments address the scoping request by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for 

comments on a pending deviation from the current water control plan (WCP) at the Abiquiu 

Dam and Reservoir to store and release native Rio Grande water that would normally be stored at 

El Vado Reservoir (Temporary Deviation).  The NMISC requested in a letter dated December 

15, 2021, that the USACE begin the process for obtaining the Temporary Deviation.  The 

NMISC supports the Temporary Deviation and believes the ability to replace the native storage 

operation that would have occurred at El Vado Reservoir during this repair period is urgent. 

 

The NMISC is charged with administration of all interstate water compacts for New Mexico, as 

well as protecting, conserving, and developing the waters and stream systems of the State. 

NMSA 1978, § 72-14-3 (1943). In the Rio Grande basin, the NMISC performs numerous 

activities which may be affected by a Temporary Deviation, including monitoring water 

operations of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and the USACE, conducting annual 

accounting of native Rio Grande and San Juan Chama Project water (SJCP), and assessing and 

determining Rio Grande Compact (Compact) compliance. 

 

It is our hope that these comments will assist USACE in evaluating the effects of a Temporary 

Deviation of the WCP for Abiquiu Reservoir.  

 

The following are the main Temporary Deviation issues that the NMISC would like the USACE 

to address: (1) the potential for the storage of native water in Abiquiu to impact Compact 

administration, accounting, and deliveries; (2) the potential for the storage of native water in 
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Abiquiu to impact administration of State water law; and (3) the potential for the storage of 

native water in Abiquiu to cumulatively impact water management on the Rio Chama and Rio 

Grande systems.  The NMISC also offers additional information from the 2007 Upper Rio 

Grande Water Operation Review. 

 

Potential Impact to Rio Grande Compact Administration 

 

First and foremost, the USACE must address any impacts to the administration of the Rio 

Grande Compact (Compact).  See Act of May 31, 1939, ch. 155, 53 Stat. 785 (the full text of the 

Compact).  As outlined herein, the NMISC request the USACE address the effects a Temporary 

Deviation may have on Compact administration.  Pursuant to the Compact, the storage of native 

water in Abiquiu Reservoir must not negatively affect the timing of Art. VII, and any additional 

depletions resulting from the storage of native water in Abiquiu should be offset.  The NMISC 

request the USACE consider these Compact administration effects and coordinate with NMISC 

staff to address them. 

 

The NMISC requests the USACE consider whether the Temporary Deviation will require 

USACE to determine the maximum space available for native water in combination with SJCP 

water.  The Upper Rio Grande Water Operations Model (URGWOM) should be used to account 

for native and SJCP water separately and to quantify evaporation of native water separately from 

evaporation of SJCP water.  The USACE should consider how native water is treated in the 

reservoir during flood control operations.  The USACE should collaborate with both NMISC and 

Reclamation to ensure accurate accounting and administration of the Rio Grande Compact 

during the proposed deviation. 

 

The NMISC requests that the USACE report the details of the temporary storage of native water 

in Abiquiu Reservoir operation to the Engineer Advisers and the Rio Grande Compact 

Commission at the annual Compact Commission meeting. 

 

Potential Impact to State Water Law Administration 

 

The NMISC request that the USACE coordinate with NM Office of the State Engineer 

(NMOSE) staff to ensure that the Temporary Deviation to store native water in Abiquiu 

Reservoir while El Vado is under repair does not impair State water rights administration, the 

direct flow needs of State water users, the efficient release of native water stored in Abiquiu 

Reservoir, that reservoir operations be conducted to minimize depletions in the Middle Rio 

Grande and that water is conserved to the greatest extent practicable. 

 

Please note, that storage of native water in Abiquiu is subject to the State of New Mexico’s 

administration of senior native surface water rights on the Rio Chama below Abiquiu Reservoir.  

Due to the complexity of the administration process the NMISC requests that the USACE 

coordinate with NMOSE staff.  Also note that an NMOSE storage permit is required to store 

native water in Abiquiu, and that the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District has submitted an 

application for such a permit. 
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Potential Impact to Overall Water Management  

 

The NMISC notes that a Temporary Deviation might affect water management activities 

undertaken by the NMOSE.  Therefore, the NMISC request that the USACE coordinate native 

water storage and release operations with NMOSE staff, including the Lower Chama River 

master.  In addition to coordination, the NMISC request that the USACE continue to adhere to 

all current reservoir operation requirements for maintaining minimum bypass flows and flow 

target triggers for protection of irrigation rights and other acequia infrastructure downstream of 

Abiquiu. 

 
The NMISC requests that any modification of the WCP and the storage and release of native 

water not impair Endangered Species Act (ESA) critical habitat needs for listed species, 

including for the Rio Grande silvery minnow. 

 

Upper Rio Grande Water Operation Environmental Impact Statement 

 

The NMISC suggests that the 2007 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of 

Decision (ROD) for the Upper Rio Grande Water Operation Review has information relevant to 

the pending deviation request and should be used to analyze the issues considered in the planned 

Environmental Assessment.  As a reminder, the NMISC repeats relevant information and 

conclusions from that EIS here. 

 

The focus of the EIS was to evaluate then current water operations of the Upper Rio Grande 

basin, identifying operational flexibilities and developing an integrated operational plan.  The 

EIS analyzed a range of native Rio Grande basin storage volumes in Abiquiu Reservoir to 

evaluate the reservoir’s capability.  The EIS served the purpose of allowing tiering for any 

subsequent required NEPA compliance related to implementing specific actions stemming from 

the actions and alternatives analyzed in the EIS. 

 

Based on the evaluation, the USACE determined that the programmatic-level analysis was not 

sufficient to implement native storage.  In the future the USACE agreed that it would evaluate 

the specific proposals for such storage.  Any decision to implement native storage will be based, 

in part, on the following: determination of available space in lieu of San Juan-Chama 

contractors’ needs; storage permit from the New Mexico State Engineer; coordination and 

negotiation regarding storage easements with the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility 

Authority; proposal-specific impact analysis; re-allocation of storage space and revision of the 

Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir water control plan; and specific compliance with environmental 

laws and regulations.  Each joint agency issued its own record of Decision regarding its actions. 

 

The NMISC supported implementation of preferred alternative E-3.  Preferred Alternative E-3 

included among other actions, that the NMISC would work with the USACE, Reclamation and 

other agencies or entities to implement native water storage in Abiquiu for Rio Grande Compact 

management purposes and environmental and other benefits in the middle valley (see NMISC 

Record of Decision, July 2007 Estevan Lopez, Director) 
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The Reclamation decision was to implement the elements of Preferred Alternative E-3 associated 

with extending the waiver date of San Juan-Chama project water at Heron Reservoir and to 

continue operating the Low Flow Conveyance Channel (LFCC) without diversions from the Rio 

Grande.  Reclamation agreed to also refine and implement improved communication and 

coordination of water operations at other federal facilities.  (See Reclamation Record of 

Decision, 2007) 

 

The USACE decision was to not change current operations at facilities under its jurisdiction.   

However, the USACE would support future operational changes, contingent on the results of 

additional NEPA analysis and documentation.  The safe channel capacities downstream from 

Abiquiu and Cochiti Dams would remain at 1,800 cfs and 7,000 cfs, respectively.  Storage of 

native flows in Abiquiu would not be implemented until additional analyses are completed and 

NEPA documentation conducted tiered from the Final EIS in accordance with NEPA and 

Council on Environmental Quality regulations.  (See June 29, 2007 Record of Decision, 

Lieutenant Colonel B.A. Estok)  

 

Conclusion 

 

We thank you for this opportunity to provide scoping comments for the EA on the pending 

deviation request.  The NMISC looks forward to working with the USACE to ensure the 

deviation complies with the Rio Grande Compact and State water law rules and regulations. I am 

also interested in receiving further correspondence on this topic in electronic format at 

page.pegram@state.nm.us.  If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please do not 

hesitate to contact me by email or at 505-695-5622.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

___________________________________    

Page Pegram, Rio Grande Basin Manager 

New Mexico Rio Grande Compact Engineer Adviser 

 

   

cc: Mike A. Hamman, P.E., N.M. State Engineer, RG Compact Commissioner 

 Rolf Schmidt-Petersen, Director, NMISC 

 Ramona Martinez, NMOSE District 6 Manager 

Chris Shaw, Rio Grande Basin Attorney, NMISC 

Nat Chakeres, NMOSE General Counsel 

NMISC files 
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From: AT&T Yahoo Mail
To: Porter, Michael D CIV USARMY CESPK (USA)
Cc: Tim Seaman; Sam Garcia; Darel Madrid; Seth Fullerton; Mustafa Chudnoff
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] River Bank Erosion
Date: Monday, February 20, 2023 11:44:34 AM

Greetings Mr. Porter:

As part of the EA process I wanted you to be aware of the serious river bank erosion that is occurring on
several properties along the main stem of the lower Rio Chama below Abiquiu Dam and the confluence of
the Rio Grande.  Their is also scouring of our diversions which our causing some of our acequias to incur
annual maintenance costs from the high sustained releases of stored water to meet the irrigation
requirements of the SJ-Chama contractors, MRGCD and AWA.  The costs to stabilize the banks and
diversions is very costly to land owners and acequias.  I would like to see this get addressed in this EA to
see how we can mitigate these concerns.

Carlos Salazar
RCAA Treasurer and Land owner on the Acequia de Rio Chama in Medanales, NM.

mailto:casalazar98@yahoo.com
mailto:Michael.D.Porter@usace.army.mil
mailto:timothyjseaman@gmail.com
mailto:sagarcia@windstream.net
mailto:darel@rcaainc.org
mailto:srf@santafelawgroup.com
mailto:mustafa@chudnoffconsulting.com



